[00:00:08.00]

State legislatures are much like Congress where members represent voters based on where they live.

[00:00:14.00]

The Virginia legislature has been in existence since 1619 when the House of Burgesses was first created.

[00:00:21.00]

It bills itself as one of the oldest continual law-making bodies in the United States.

[00:00:27.00]

These days, almost all state legislatures like Congress are bicameral; that is like Congress - - they have a lower House, the U.S. House of Representatives, for example, and a Senate.

[00:00:38.00]

In Virginia, the two chambers are called the House of Delegates with 100 members and the state Senate with 40 members.

[00:00:45.00]

Only one state, the State of Nebraska, has a unicameral legislature with one body of 49 senators.

[00:00:53.00]

Those senators are elected on non-partisan ballots.

[00:00:57.00]

All other state legislatures, like Virginia, are organized by political party.

[00:01:02.00]

That can make a difference in terms of how laws are made in legislatures and whose views are represented by members of the legislatures themselves.

[00:01:12.00]

These legislators in all of the states represent districts of roughly equal population size.

[00:01:17.00]

That's unlike the U.S. Congress where only the U.S. House has to be apportioned by population.

[00:01:23.00]

These days a House seat after the 2010 census includes over 700,000 people.

[00:01:30.00]

In Virginia after the 2010 census, a House of Delegates member represents about 80,000 people and a state senator represents about 130,000.

[00:01:41.00]

States vary dramatically in terms of how many people each representative serves.  

[00:01:48.00]

In the State of California, for example, with only 40 state senators each state senator represents close to one million people in a single state senate district; that's larger than the entire state of Wyoming.

[00:02:01.00]

Does that make a difference in terms of how people are represented?

[00:02:04.00]

That's an open question.  

[00:02:06.00]

Many people argue that one reason that people are dissatisfied with government is that they don't have close enough links with their elected representatives.

[00:02:14.00]

The bigger the district, these people say, the harder it is for any one individual to be represented.  

[00:02:20.00]

One of the ways we distinguish among state legislatures is based on how professionalized they are.

[00:02:26.00]

When we talk about professionalization of state legislatures, we typically have three dimensions in mind.

[00:02:32.00]

One of them is the amount of time that legislatures spend in session; a second is whether or not a legislator can live on the salary that they make for the state legislature; and a third is the size of a legislator's staff.

[00:02:46.00]

Some states, though not most, are professionalized legislatures.

[00:02:50.00]

Those are states like California, Wisconsin, New York, and New Jersey.

[00:02:57.00]

In those states, legislators can live on their salaries.

[00:03:01.00]

The legislatures are in session all year around, and there is a sizable staff for personal legislator's staffs, for committee staffs, and for state senate and state house staffs as well.  

[00:03:13.00]

Other legislatures are more citizen or amateur legislatures.

[00:03:17.00]

Those are legislatures like Indiana, West Virginia, and New Hampshire.

[00:03:22.00]

In those legislatures, sessions are not held every year.

[00:03:27.00]

Indeed in some, the legislature meets only every other year.

[00:03:31.00]

In these legislatures, too, legislators are not paid very much.

[00:03:35.00]

In New Hampshire, for example, each legislator gets $200 for every two-year term in office.

[00:03:41.00]

The staff size in these legislatures is rather small as well.

[00:03:46.00]

Most state legislatures, however, can be called hybrid or mixed sorts of legislatures.

[00:03:51.00]

Virginia is one of these legislatures.  

[00:03:54.00]

The Virginia legislature meets in regular session in even-numbered years for 60 days and in odd-numbered years for 30 days.

[00:04:03.00]

Moreover, the Virginia legislature can be called into special session by the governor and most of the committees meet in interim sessions when the legislature itself is not in session.

[00:04:14.00]

Virginia legislators are not paid a great deal of money.

[00:04:18.00]

For the most part they have other occupations.

[00:04:20.00]

The Virginia legislature has a fairly sizeable staff; both legislators have individual staffs, committees have staff, and the chambers and the legislature as a whole have staffs as well.  

[00:04:32.00]

What kinds of differences do these differences among legislators make?

[00:04:36.00]

What we seem to find is that states that have more complicated economies tend to have legislatures that are in session more frequently. 

[00:04:45.00]

Some legislatures are seen by their state governments as not the most important part of the state government itself.

[00:04:53.00]

Virginia, again, is an intermediate kind of a case.

[00:04:57.00]

