[00:00:07:00]

Hello, I'm Ken Chandler, City Manager of Portsmouth, Virginia, and a member of the Virginia Local Government Management Association.

[00:00:16:00]

Today I have the opportunity to talk to you about elected officials.

[00:00:19:00]

We're going to talk about elected officials who are elected by the people in localities, counties, cities and towns, and those constitutional officers that are elected by the people as well in the same jurisdictions.  

[00:00:32:00]

In terms of the elected officials, it's established by Virginia Code that counties and cities and towns will have an elected governing body.

[00:00:39:00] 

That normally would be the city council that would be headed by a mayor.

[00:00:44:00]

In counties, it would be the chairman of the group that would be recognized as the board of supervisors.

[00:00:50:00]

The city councils and the boards have the responsibility as the chief policy-making body, with the mayor and the board chair as the presiding officer at their meetings.

[00:01:02:00]

As the policy-making body, they're responsible for setting things like the tax rate and making the local laws that would actually govern the locality.

[00:01:11:00]

In addition to that, they would have the responsibility of appointing certain appointees.

[00:01:16:00]

That would be either the city manager or county administrator, the city attorney, city assessor, and also the city clerk.  

[00:01:27:00]

As we turn the page to constitutional officers, these are some of the same individuals who work in concert at the local level:  the treasurer, commissioner of revenue; the clerk of the circuit court, sheriff, and Commonwealth attorney.

[00:01:40:00]

The treasurer and the commissioner of revenue actually pair to have certain financial responsibilities under the Code.

[00:01:48:00]

The treasurer is responsible for collecting all bills that are due the locality and in certain instances certain revenues that are also due to the state.

[00:01:59:00]

The commissioner of revenue has a responsibility for actually generating the tax bill and making the necessary assessment that will be billed and, of course, with the relationship with the treasurer to collect on that.

[00:02:11:00]

When we move to the other side in terms of constitutional officers, we have the clerk of the circuit court that is responsible for record keeping.

[00:02:20:00]

Actually licenses and things of that nature and the battery of records for the locality.

[00:02:27:00]

The Commonwealth attorney is the chief prosecutor. In other localities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, they might be referenced as the D.A. or district attorney.

[00:02:38:00]

The sheriff has the responsibility as being the chief law enforcement officer of the locality responsible for court security and seeing that the laws of the Commonwealth are enforced. Even in certain relationships with localities you may have a police department that might actually have the law enforcement function which would lead to the sheriff, court security, and judicial process.

