[00:00:00.00]

Hi.  I'm Len Stevens of ABC-13 News.

[00:00:03.00]

You know, there is so much more to being an active citizen and civic engagement - than simply voting in national, state, and local elections.

[00:00:11.00]

Civic engagement is vital for sustaining our democracy by improving the communities and institutions in which we live and work.

[00:00:19.00]

Our communities become stronger, healthier, safer,  more vibrant and connected when citizens--young and old--from different backgrounds and ethnicities--find ways, through their work, interests, and voluntary activities, to support and improve the social, economic, cultural, political, and historical fabric of our communities and our state.

[00:00:39.00]

In taking a broad view of civic engagement to support the common good - civic engagement includes, but is certainly not limited to, the efforts of those paid to educate our children, protect communities and individuals, provide health care to young and old.

[00:00:53.00]

Additionally, civic engagement includes the voluntary work of individuals and groups who seek to address issues, concerns, and policies that improve, value, and sustain the common good at so many levels.

[00:01:05.00]

And there are so many examples of the good being done through volunteering.

[00:01:10.00]

Cameras were rolling as many dog lovers in Lynchburg came out to what they hope will become Lynchburg's new dog park.

[00:01:16.00]

Lynchburg missed out on a $100,000 for a new park in the "Bark for your Park" contest.

[00:01:21.00]

But support is still high.

[00:01:23.00]

Money is still being raised.

[00:01:25.00]

And supporters are still quite confident they can make it happen.

[00:01:29.00]

A New London couple volunteers in a campgrounds at the Blue Ridge parkway.

[00:01:33.00]

Pat and Paul Deacon both won Blue Ridge Parkway Volunteer of the Year awards.

[00:01:37.00]

They spend months at a time living at Otter Creek Campground.

[00:01:41.00]

And they handle anything anyone there may need.

[00:01:44.00]

It can be hard work, but they call it a labor of love.

[00:01:48.00]

Pat--It's because we like people...we just love nature.

[00:01:51.00]

Paul--and everybody's in a good spirit, they're on vacation, most of them are pretty friendly.

[00:01:56.00]

The two have been camping for 50 years.

[00:01:59.00]

Chilly weather didn't stop hundreds from coming out to honor our veterans - at the D-Day Memorial in Bedford.

[00:02:04.00]

This event featured dozens of veterans, including several who served in World War II.

[00:02:09.00]

And students got involved in this, several high school ROTC programs served as color guards.

[00:02:14.00]

And many middle schoolers offered musical entertainment.

[00:02:17.00]

The veterans there truly appreciated their effort.

[00:02:20.00]

Staff Sgt. Bretado: "It's not very so often that you get a chance to come out to a monument like this and show your appreciation for the other veterans for whom you represent."

[00:02:27.00]

At this event, a wide variety of services came together under one roof to serve the Roanoke Valley's veteran homeless population.

[00:02:33.00]

The 7th Annual Homeless Veteran Stand Down went off without a hitch at the Salem Civic Center.

[00:02:39.00]

It's designed to bring together services, from the IRS to the DMV, anything that could help a homeless vet.

[00:02:45.00]

The Vets were also treated to a good meal and some new clothes and toiletries handed out by a student from Arnold R. Burton Tech School.

[00:02:52.00]

125 veterans came out to that event.

[00:02:55.00]

Still others doing what they can to help children who are living in war zones, or in extreme poverty.

[00:03:00.00]

Take Gleaning for the World's Teddy Bear Brigade, an effort to collect 20,000 stuffed toys to send to children in Guatemala.

[00:03:06.00]

Other toys will go to other parts of the world.

[00:03:09.00]

Even though it's called the Teddy Bear Brigade, any sort of stuffed animal or toy will do, as long as it's in good shape.

[00:03:15.00]

Those volunteering to collect say the thought of the smiles these toys will be putting on the faces of little boys and girls are really what keeps them going.

[00:03:22.00]

Just a few examples there.

[00:03:24.00]

You know, I hear it all the time from those who serve... that doing their part enriches their lives, makes them happier, makes them feel even more like part of the community.

[00:03:33.00]

So ask yourself, how do you serve YOUR community?

[00:03:36.00]

One thing is clear, you definitely have a lot of options.

[00:03:40.00]

I'm Len Stevens.Thank you for watching.

[00:03:42.00]
