[00:00:09.00]

Every four years Virginia elects a governor.

[00:00:11.00]

This pits a democratic politician against a republican politician.

[00:00:15.00]

So, how does one become a governor?

[00:00:18.00]

In 1989, Virginia elected the first black governor elected anywhere in the United States.

[00:00:24.00]

Virginia's Douglas Wilder had been in the Virginia State Senate for a decade and a half, then was elected Lieutenant Governor for a term,-- 

[00:00:33.00]

and in 1989 he was elected Governor of Virginia beating republican Marshall Coleman.

[00:00:38.00]

More recently after two democrats had held the governor's office a republican was elected in 2009, Bob McDonnell.

[00:00:46.00]

Before becoming governor, Bob McDonnell had been a member of the Virginia House of Delegates for about a decade and a half then was elected Attorney General of Virginia for one term.

[00:00:55.00]

In 2009, McDonnell was elected Governor of Virginia.

[00:00:59.00]

Beyond the top of the ticket races to occupy the governor's mansion, there are thousands of elected offices in Virginia.

[00:01:06.00]

Each of these mirror higher offices just on a smaller scale.

[00:01:11.00]

Starting with the General Assembly, the state legislature, a so-called citizen legislature because it is part time.

[00:01:17.00]

There are two houses, the Senate and the House of Delegates.

[00:01:21.00]

Additionally, every county and city has locally elected constitutional officers.

[00:01:27.00]

Most of the state's 95 counties and 39 independent cities have these officers.

[00:01:32.00]

They are:  sheriff, commonwealth's attorney, clerk of Circuit Court, treasurer, Commissioner of Revenue.

[00:01:41.00]

Each county, city, or town is governed through supervisors or a council.

[00:01:46.00]

These may be called board of supervisors, city council, or town council.

[00:01:50.00]

Beneath these boards sit school boards.

[00:01:54.00]

Each city or county has its own elected school board.

[00:01:56.00]

These are typically comprised of four to six members.

[00:02:00.00]

The duties of those elected to office vary widely.

[00:02:03.00]

While constitutional officers hold a full-time job, other elected officers usually have another primary occupation.

[00:02:11.00]

Still they spend a great deal of time on their elected job.

[00:02:15.00]

For example, here in a town such as Blacksburg, the town council meets every other Tuesday in this room.

[00:02:21.00]

Each month council members often spend dozens of hours in town meetings and at other commissioner committee meetings.

[00:02:29.00]

Some are during the day but they are mostly in the evening.

[00:02:33.00]

Additionally, members may spend many hours poring over reams of background material to prepare for meetings.

[00:02:39.00]

[00:02:47.00]

Aside from holding political office what opportunities do Virginians have to participate in politics?

[00:02:53.00]

Voting is a key opportunity to participate.

[00:02:55.00]

In national elections, Virginians vote at a higher rate than most other southern states but not as high as some states.

[00:03:03.00]

Why is Virginia turnout lower than some other states?

[00:03:06.00]

There are a number of hypotheses that build on the characteristics of those most likely to vote.

[00:03:11.00]

For example, voters lead more stable lives typically living in the same place longer;

[00:03:16.00]

are registered to vote; have higher levels of education; are more socialized to political interests and political parties by their educational experience.

[00:03:25.00]

This is where teachers play a key role.

[00:03:29.00]

Political participation beyond voting includes communicating.

[00:03:33.00]

This may be talking, reading, following politics, making a statement before an elected body.

[00:03:40.00]

The Blacksburg Town Council, for example, offers an open microphone during every meeting.

[00:03:46.00]

Many towns, cities and countless others offer this opportunity as well.

[00:03:50.00]

Campaigning includes official participation such as door-to-door canvassing, phone calls, et cetera.

[00:03:56.00]

[00:04:04.00]

There are lots of ways to lend your voice to aid in running the government.

[00:04:09.00]

Well, why are people sometimes dissatisfied with politics?

[00:04:13.00]

They expect government to do something it cannot or will not; they do not understand the issue; their voice wasn't heard.

[00:04:20.00]

Participation in politics can address each of these concerns.

[00:04:25.00]

Get involved and get your students involved.

[00:04:29.00]

[00:04:30.00]

