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Federalism is a topic that many of us struggle to understand.

[00:00:05.00]

Basically, federalism is the evolving relationship between state governments and the national government.

[00:00:09.00]

This relationship may be illustrated by drawing a car.

[00:00:13.00]

For example, the tires the car sits on are manufactured in compliance with federal agency regulations.

[00:00:19.00]

But, to be used on a highway in Virginia, the state dictates that they require a minimum amount of tread. 

[00:00:24.00]

The roads on which a car operates are also regulated at both the state and national level.

[00:00:29.00]

Interstate highways, for example, are built following national rules and largely funded by the national government.

[00:00:36.00]

States, though, supervise the construction and maintenance of interstate highways as well as providing officers to patrol them.

[00:00:42.00]

Windshield strength and composition is regulated by the U.S. Department of Transportation.

[00:00:47.00]

States, however, create and enforce laws regulating windshield tint, and in Virginia every car requires a windshield. 
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National regulations require that all cars sold in the United States have limited smog-producing emissions, and states have the option to inspect this equipment.
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In Virginia, for example, these periodic inspections are required in several more densely populated counties, but not in others.

[00:01:09.00]

Even this brief example begins to demonstrate the complex inter-relationships between state and national regulations, a hallmark of federalism.
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